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The Wine Corner

By Pierre DuMont

Every year I look forward to 
the Sonoma County Vintners 
“Taste of Sonoma” grand tast-
ing. Held on an expansive grass 
lawn at Kendall-Jackson winery 
in Santa Rosa, the best wineries 
of Sonoma County gather to show 
off their current vintages. There 
are three enormous tents filled 
with I would guess nearly 200 
wineries. Unlike other tastings 
there seems to be no limit on the 
number of wines a winery can 
pour, with some wineries bring-
ing 6 or 7 different bottlings. 
What is amazing to me Is the 
viticulture area and vast diversity 
Sonoma has in geography and 
weather. It seems whatever grape 
you want to grow there is an area 
of Sonoma County that is suitable 
to it. 

We now know that Pinot Noir 
and Chardonnay tends to thrive 
in cooler climates so there is a 
tent for the cool Gaps Crown and 
Sonoma Coast AVAs. Cabernet 
tends to thrive in the warmer 
Alexander Valley so there is a 
tent for that. Zinfandel and Syrah 
do well in the Dry Creek and 
Russian River valleys and those 
AVA’s are represented as well. 

I know of no other place on 
earth that has greater geographic 
and climatic diversity than 
Sonoma County.

The other great thing about 
the Taste of Sonoma tasting is 
the food and creature comforts. 
There were six food trucks serv-
ing a variety of delicious offer-
ings from ceviche to pulled pork 
to mac and cheese. And unlike 
other wine tastings where there 
is rarely a place to sit down, the 
Taste of Sonoma has numerous 
lounges with comfy sofas and 
chairs for outdoor seating. 

There is also a VIP lounge 
where selected wineries pour 
their premium wines. All in all, 
it was one of the best organized 
tastings I have attended. 

The hardest part is choos-
ing which wines to write about. 
There were way more good wines 
poured than I have room for in 
this article. But at the end of the 
day some wines lingered in my 
mind. They had something spe-
cial about them that made them 
memorable. Those are the wines 
I present to you below.

•	 2022 Auteur Pinot Noir 
Gap’s Crown
Hailing from the cool Gap’s 

Crown region the wine has a 
lifted bouquet of bright red cher-
ries, currant and a hint of flow-

ers. The palate is medium bod-
ied with very fine tannins and 
a lovely caressing texture in the 
mouth, fine tension and poise 
with crisp, red-berried fruits on 
the shimmering finish.

•	 2020 Meadowcroft River 
Trace
This lovely wine is a Gren-

ache, Syrah, Mourvedre blend 
from San Joaquin and Contra 
Costa Counties. It features ample 
vanilla and warm spice notes 
overlaid on an exotic bed of cher-
ries and blueberries. Its medium 
bodied and supple on the palate, 
with a peppery tang to the linger-
ing finish. Should drink well for 
7 to 8 years.

•	 2023 Williams Selyem 
Pinot Noir Westside Road 
Neighbors
The Westside Road Pinot has a 

voluminous bouquet with crushed 
strawberry and red currant scents 
intermingling with tobacco and 
fennel. The palate is well-bal-
anced and the red fruit is full and 
rich in the mouth. The finish is 
long, complex and satisfying.

•	 2021 Weather Pinot Noir 
Lares Vineyard
For the second year in a row 

this Weather Pinot was a stand-
out to me. It pops out of the glass 
with succulent dark cherries and 
spice box notes. Medium-bodied 
the palate offers flavors of rasp-
berry with a soft tannic edge. It 
shows seductive florals with spicy 
f lavors and ends with a food-
friendly finish. Try with some 
grilled salmon.

•	 2020 Zialena Cappella
Originally a sacramental 

wine from Italian Swiss Colony 
this new version of Cappella is 
a blended red wine whose con-
tents change each year. The wine 
has plum and blueberry aromas 
framed by cedar and vanilla 
with some briary flourishes. It is 
medium to full-bodied and boasts 
a supple creamy texture yet 
remains bright and fresh on the 
fruity finish. Perfect BBQ wine!

•	 2022 Ramey Chardonnay 
Rochioli Vineyard
The Rochioli Vineyard Char-

donnay offers aromas of apple, 
lime, and flint with classy bak-
ing spices from the oak treat-
ment which is perfectly balanced. 
Aromatically dynamic it segues 
to generous peaches and hon-
eysuckle. The palate explodes 
with flavor, its pure concentrated 
fruits refreshed by tangy acidity 
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that calls you in for another sip. 
Satiny, expansive and energetic, 
it has a very long textural finish. 
Perfect partner to roast chicken.

•	 2022 Benovia Pinot Noir 
Tilton Hill Vineyard
Hailing from a cold climate 

vineyard just a few miles from 
the Pacific Ocean the Tilton 
Hill Pinot has layered aromas of 
blackberry, raspberry and cin-
namon spice. The medium bod-
ied palate features concentrated 
red berry fruit, earth and cherry 
f lavors. It’s structured by vel-
vety tannins and mouthwatering 
acidity and has a long, perfumed 
finish

•	 2024 Three Sticks 
Castenada Rose
Crafted from a field blend of 

Red Rhone varieties using the 
saignee vinification method. It 
has enticing aromas of straw-
berries and watermelon. On the 
palate it is medium-bodied lay-
ered and concentrated conclud-
ing with a long, sappy finish that 
would make it able to stand up to 
heartier foods.

•	 2023 Enkidu Sauvignon 
Blanc
Starts with an exotic and flashy 

nose with tangerine citrus notes, 
nectarines and tropical aromas. 
Similarly, the palate is impressive 
in its amplitude while remain-
ing perfectly focused through 
the bright, chiseled and layered 

finish. This is a perfect example 
of what a Sonoma County Sauvi-
gnon Blanc should be.

•	 2023 Salty Goats Pinot Noir 
Fort Ross-Seaview
From a vineyard at 1100ft 

elevation and 3 miles from the 
Pacific this cool climate Pinot was 
aged for 12 months in 30% new 
French oak and has an enchant-
ing vanilla kiss on the voluptuous 
cherry nose. It is medium bodied, 
lean and structured with great 
balance on the palate and a clean 
crisp finish. This will develop and 
improve with time in the cellar.

•	 2021 Flambeaux Cabernet 
Sauvignon Kick Ranch 
Vineyard
Named after the New Orleans 

Mardi Gras torch bearers this is 
the second time Flambeaux has 
landed on my best of Sonoma 
list. This has touches of pine and 
pepper on the nose highlighting 
black cherries, earth and black 
olives. It’s impressively full-bod-
ied and richly concentrated with-
out seeming heavy or overdone, 
finishing supple and velvety on 
the lingering finish. Should do 
well in the cellar for well over a 
decade.

•	 2023 Longboard Albarino 
Elieo Vineyard
So nice to see this Russian 

River vintner taking a chance 
with a “weird” varietal. Of 
course, Albarino is not weird 
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in Spain or Portugal where they 
have been producing it for centu-
ries. Sort of like a cross between 
Sauvignon Blanc and Riesling it’s 
a lovely wine with green apple 
and pear aromas. In the mouth 
the wine is clean and focused 
with melon and peach fruit and a 
soft, round mouthfeel leading to a 
crisp finish.

•	 2023 Sean Minor Grenache 
Rossi Ranch
Grenache is such a lovely vari-

etal I was surprised that there 
were not more representatives at 
the tasting. Glad to come across 
this one from the historic Rossi 
Vineyard. It screams of varietal 
character showing notions of 
vanilla, strawberries, cherries 
plus some floral notes. It’s medi-
um-bodied, silky and expansive 
on the palate and vibrant on the 
finish. A perfect pizza wine.

•	 2024 Pride Mountain 
Viognier
Viognier is a notoriously dif-

ficult grape to produce and very 
few New World versions come 
close to the magnificence of 
France’s Condrieu. Pride is the 
exception to the rule. It has lovely 
scents of peach, pear and hon-
eysuckle. The full-bodied round 
palate offers ripe peach and apri-
cot fruit tempered by good acid-
ity and a long savory, satisfying 
finish. Consistently excellent year 
after year.
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