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Head High 2022 
Chardonnay, Sonoma 
County ($24) Subtle but not 
simple. The wood influence 
is barely detectable, while 
the acidity is well integrated 
with flavors of ripe peach 
and Golden Delicious 
apple. Because none of the 
aromatic, flavor, or structural 
elements are too assertive, all 
of them can show themselves, 
which is how an understated wine can 
nevertheless achieve notable complexity—
like a string quartet, if you will. 92

KB by Knights Bridge 
2021 Chardonnay, 
Knights Valley, California 
($40) Soft in style, with 
quite muted acidity and no 
discernible wood tannins or 
charred notes from barrel 
aging, this wine offers vanillin 
and butterscotch notes, ripe 
peach flavors, and a light 
dusting of baking spices that 
are entirely in keeping with its 
structural attributes. 91

KB by Knights Bridge 
2018 Cabernet 
Sauvignon, Knights 
Valley, California ($65) 
Comprising 97% Cabernet 
Sauvignon, 2% Cabernet 
Franc, and 1% Merlot aged 
for 20 months in French oak 
barrels—10% of them new—
this is an inviting and versatile 
wine. Although it is polished 
in texture, it isn’t overly 
tamed, so it could work well with a steak. 
Showing dark berry fruit and just enough 
oak and tannin to frame its flavors, it will 
likely be enjoyed by all who try it. 93

Bodegas Valdemar 2015 Conde 
Valdemar Reserva, Rioja, Spain 
($29) This excellent Rioja Reserva is a 
blend of 79% Tempranillo, 13% Garnacha, 
5% Graciano, and 3% Maturana. Although it 
is already enjoyable with food, it possesses 
a lot of coiled energy and potential that 
will enable it to develop in positive ways 
for a full decade. Aromas of vanilla and 
baking spices get things off to a great start, 
and a mélange of red and black fruit nicely 
counterbalances the oak and tannins. 93

Grand Marrenon 2022 Blanc, 
Luberon AOP, France ($21) Blended 
from Vermentino and Grenache Blanc, 
this rich but still refreshing wine is among 
the most versatile whites I’ve tasted all 
year. Lightly floral aromas prove quite 
alluring, followed by flavors of ripe pear 
and apple with a tropical tinge. Mineral 
undertones lend added complexity, and 
integrated acidity energizes the wine 
without diminishing its overall roundness 
and generosity. 92

Dancing Crow Vineyards 2021 
Cabernet Sauvignon, Lake County, 
California ($25) What a pleasure to 
find a California Cabernet with almost 
no bells or whistles—just pure, gutsy fruit 
unencumbered by vanillin notes or other 
wood-based distractions. Deep, persistent 
flavors of blackberry, black currant, and 
black raspberry are nicely focused and 
show only a subtle degree of sweetness. 92

Dancing Crow Vineyards 2021 
Old Stake 1901 Heritage Field 
Blend, Kelsey Bench, Lake County, 
California ($40) An intriguing and 
wonderfully intricate wine, this includes as 
many as 20 pre-Prohibition varieties co-
fermented with a core of 65% Zinfandel. 
Many of the vines were planted more than 
120 years ago, and the broad collection of 
grapes contributes a host of aromatic and 
flavor nuances to the brambly base notes 
of blackberry, mulberry, and both red and 
black raspberry. 94

Clos LaChance 2021 Hayes Valley 
Chardonnay, California ($15) Clos 
LaChance has hit the bullseye with both 
Chardonnay and Cabernet from the 2021 
vintage. This is highly appealing, offering 
pure aromas and flavors that seem entirely 
natural, extending straight from well-farmed 
fruit rather than cellar tricks. Medium-
bodied, with tropically tinged flavors of ripe 
apple, it’s straightforwardly delicious. 89

In The Franz Files, our lead wine reviewer, Michael Franz, profiles 
a wide range of wines from all points of the compass. Quality is his 
lodestar, but he is also attentive to value at all price points as well 
as breadth of availability to buyers across markets.
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Sean Minor 2022 Signature 
Series Pinot Noir, Sonoma 
Coast ($28) Not long ago, critics and 
reviewers were complaining—with 
justification—that California Pinots 
were generally becoming too rich 
and chunky at the cost of the delicacy 
that has long been the variety’s 
primary virtue. Clearly the message 
got through, as the stylistic center 
of gravity has shifted back toward 
lithe wines with less wood and more 
moderate ripeness and weight. This 
is a superb object lesson in that shift, 
showing subtly spicy aromas, satisfyingly 
impactful flavors within a truly light 
body, and fine-grained tannins that offer 
a bit of grip on the finish. It’s especially 
impressive at its price point. 93


